The autoclaved composite inlay--a useful office-produced restoration.
Many companies are investigating methods of producing composite resins with better physical and mechanical properties through curing methods other than application of the light gun. Such techniques are known as secondary curing techniques. Evidence is presented here of a method for producing a composite resin inlay with improved properties through the use of the typical office autoclave. While the authors do not strongly advocate the use of composite restorations in general as permanent posterior restorations, this method produces enhanced physical and mechanical properties over conventional light cured products. This method is suitable for use as an interim restoration with a high degree of both strength and esthetic value.